


Minutes of the Prees Parish Council Meeting held on Monday January 19 2026
7.15pm at Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Ms N Young, Mrs A Allen, Mrs J Platt, Dr J Redgate, D Pritchard, T Neale and M Myles-Hook.  Four members of the public also attended along with Mrs K Sieloff the clerk.
001/26   Public Session
Two parishioners attended to speak in support of planning application (25/04650/VAR) which was being considered later on in the Agenda.
A resident of Moreton Street attended to thank Cllr M Myles-Hook for all his endeavours to secure the much-needed re-surfacing of Moreton Street, now promised by SC.  Cllr Myles-Hook said he would forward  details that he had of the work.
002/26   Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Mrs B Finch, Mrs L Baer, Mrs S Jones and J Allen.
003/26   For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
There were none.
004/26   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on December 15 2025 (previously circulated.)
The Minutes were agreed to be a true record of the meeting although the clerk apologised for omitting to include a summary of Cllr M Myles-Hook’s report for December.
Cllr Mrs J Catterall proposed that the Minutes should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All were in favour and the Minutes were signed.
005/26   Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
The clerk confirmed that Mr B Ridgway has been engaged to cut back the brash and hedges at Higher Heath playing-field.
006/26   Community Policing Matters.
There was no officer in attendance.  The December issue of On the Beat had been received and forwarded to all parish cllrs.  PCSO Jamie Robinson had telephoned the clerk to assure the PC that local police were following up on local concerns about anti-social behaviour.  
During the conversation the clerk had mentioned recent distressing activities of the Hunt in Fauls when horses and hounds were rampaging uninvited on private land.   She had been advised that although trespass on its own is a civil matter, if damage is done by the trespassers then this should be reported to the Police.
Cllr M Myles-Hook mentioned that it had come to the attention of Shropshire Council only that day that with immediate effect Westmercia Police had announced a major restructuring of how it delivers policing by moving away from five local policing areas to two.  One area will cover Shrewsbury, Telford and Wrekin and the other will serve Worcestershire and Herefordshire.  This reduces the number of senior leadership teams (Chief Superintendents) to two to streamline operations.  The restructuring addresses an £8m budget gap.  The force maintains that Safer Neighbourhood Teams and current service levels will be maintained.
007/26   Shropshire Council Report.  
(Previously circulated and available in full on the parish council website.)  As part of his report, Cllr M Myles-Hook confirmed that SC still does not know how successful its application to the Government for Exceptional Financial Support, submitted in December 2025, will be.  It may not know before the end of the financial year.
008/26   Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
25/04321/FUL: 6 Sandford, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2AW.  Proposed reinstatement of previous access.  Applicant: Mr Chiles Cartwright.
The PC noted that the applicant did already have an existing access.  It resolved to object to this application on the grounds of safety for road-users as the proposed access is close to a bend on the road.  
It also noted that there was currently no report from a Highways officer attached to the application.
The PCs objection was proposed by Cllr Dr J Redgate and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
25/04650/VAR: Skydive Tilstock, The Parachute Centre, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Variation of Condition No 2 of original planning application T/APP/C/92/N3210/622167.  Applicant: Mr Busby-Hicks.
The PC noted that there had been no objections from the Public to this application and it resolved to support it with the proviso that no Sunday trading laws were contravened.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All were in favour.
25/04780/VAR: Caravan and Camping Site, Green Lane Farm, Green Lane, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Variation of Condition No 4 attached to permission 25/00219/VAR dated February 2025 to provide an additional 9 touring pitches within the existing site. Applicants: Mr and Mrs Boswell.
The PC resolved to support this application.  This was proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
Other planning matters
Application received not for consultation but for information only:
26/00090/CPL: Lynton, Twemlow’s Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for Proposed Single Storey side extension. Applicant: Mr Steve Cooke.
The Parish Council noted the application.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council. 
None received for this meeting.
009/26   Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Hazardous parking at War Memorial.
In the absence of any confirmation of the ownership of the area around the War Memorial, NALC Legal has advised that the PC could initially claim ownership of the area in order to take control of the parking there. The PC could then later share ownership with the surrounding properties if they are in agreement.  Cllr Mrs Short will speak to the other parties involved.  Clerk to research costs the PC would incur in maintenance of the area, insurance etc.  Cllr Mrs Short to research a source of legal advice.
Village Hall car park.
Cllr M Myles-Hook had brought a request from a parishioner for demarcated parking spaces in the Village Hall car park, which belongs to Shropshire Council. After discussion, the PC came to the decision that the benefits of demarcated spaces would be very limited and at a time when SC is struggling financially it did not seem a very high priority for expenditure.  
There was unanimous agreement for Cllr Myles-Hook to ask for the boundary hedges to be cut back.
Hunt causing nuisance in Fauls again.  
In Cllr J Allen’s absence, this item was carried forward to the next Agenda.
Response from Severn Trent to the PC’s recent queries.
Higher Heath: Manor Place
· Rising main restrictions were caused by the old cast iron main ‘furring up’ and affecting the flow. The main was air-scoured in early 2024 to remove the restriction.
· Some misuse of the sewers, resulting in the build-up of significant amounts of fat/oil/grease, has contributed to restrictions and blockages.
· Severn Trent had to refuse adoption of a developer’s pumping-station as the installation was non-compliant.  Discussions are on-going, but flooding has been caused.
Prees: Mill Street
· There is on-going investigation into sewer improvements.  
· The impact of this work is classed as minimal as only three properties are affected (driveway access.)
Fauls Green
· Repeat bursts are being encountered on the rising main.  The root cause of this is ground movement and pressure.  The main is also very deep, with poor ground conditions, and this means repairs take longer.
· Severn Trent has a matrix for rising main rehabilitation and the triggers for this have not yet been reached.  Pollutions are prioritised, so at present no work is currently programmed.
· The work being completed at the treatment site should help as the pipelines on the works itself are being reconfigured which should help the pressure concerns.
Playground Matters
Proposed enhancements.
The clerk had obtained an initial quote of approximately £12,000 for fencing most of the play equipment so that dogs could be excluded, but discussion turned to the possibility of enclosing all of the equipment.  Clerk to arrange a site visit so that all parish cllrs can see the possibilities and limitations.
Maintenance contracts.
The clerk has obtained three quotes for an annual program of safety checks and repairs to both play areas and will circulate these to all the cllrs for their perusal before the next meeting.
Prees Conservation Area.  
The clerk had written to the Conservation Department at SC to ask for advice on encouraging parishioners to comply with the restrictions imposed by the Conservation Area.  In response she had been sent a lot of information about the Conservation Area and Article 4 legislation which removes some Permitted Development rights.  The Conservation officer suggested that breaches should be reported to Enforcement officers at SC.  The clerk was asked to put the information on the PC website. 
Review of on-going/unfinished Parish Council projects.  
This item was carried forward to the next Agenda.
Authorisation of training request/funding from Cllr Mrs J Platt.
The PC resolved to authorise Cllr Mrs Platt to attend the Fundamentals for Councillors training on 19 February at a cost of £45.00 and also to attend the three-part Introduction to Planning course on 24 June, 
1 July and 8 July 2026 at a cost of £120.00. Proposed by Cllr D Pritchard and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Update on outstanding matters pertaining to Community-led residential development on Whitchurch Road.  
Charlotte Prince from Wrekin has confirmed that the retaining wall is almost complete and that once it is finished Highways will allow the road to be surfaced.  She also said that progress is being made in Wrekin obtaining the grant funding for the development that is due from Shropshire Council and of which the Parish Council is due a proportion.
Notice of forthcoming roadworks.
The PC had received notification that resurfacing works are scheduled for the A41 from Prees Heath to Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, in the financial year 2026-7.  The works will require closure of the road.  Date as yet unknown.
PC website and email migration to gov.uk domain.
It was suggested that the clerk should ask its technical adviser if he could help with this matter.  Cllr Dr J Redgate also expressed a readiness to help.  
010/26    SALC news.  
Nothing current to report.
011/26    Accounting matters
Accounts for Payment January 2026
It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Ms N Young.
                                                                                                                         £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary January 2026                                                             506.48
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.61                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (10.12.25-13.1.26))                                            31.84
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman December )                           320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds maintenance Dec)                 212.00
Parish Council Election costs from 1.5.25                                                         375.00
Clerk’s annual membership subscription to SLCC 1.1.26                                 158.00
                                                                                                     Total         £ 1,729.93
Clerk’s expenditure 10.12.25-13.1.26)
BT line rental contribution January 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:2 x second class stamps @ 87p = £1.74
Trip to noticeboards for December Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Documents from Land Registry x 2 @ £7.00 = £14.00
Total=£31.84
Consideration of Spend Against Budget (third quarter.)
The Spend Against Budget, as at the end of December 2025, was considered by the PC.  There was nothing of concern.
Internal audit costs to rise. 
The clerk advised that the internal auditor had indicated that his fees would rise for the year 2026-7 from £110 to £150.  The PC, aware that this fee had been the same for at least the last ten years, agreed to the increase.  Proposed by Cllr Dr J Redgate and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Budget 2026-27 to be agreed. 
After discussion of the draft Budget it was resolved that it should be set at £41,402 with a Precept request of £36,944.10 to be submitted to Shropshire Council and the shortfall of £4,457.90 to be found from Reserves.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.
This would mean that the contribution for the year 2026-7 per Band D household would be £30.00.
012/26   Housekeeping.  
1. Cllr Mrs J Platt advised that she had reported to SC two incidences of fly-tipping locally.  She had also reported electric scooters being used on public land.
2. Cllr Dr J Redgate reported that accessories for the defibrillators funded by the PC in the three local Village/Church Halls will no longer be obtainable after the end of February. He was assured that the PC will reimburse any expenditure that is made to lay in stocks of these items.  Cllr Ms N Young was asked to check the situation with the defibrillator at Prees Village Hall and Cllr Mrs S Short said she would contact Shiela Eccleston concerning the one at Higher Heath Church Hall.
013/26     Facebook.  Nothing to report currently.
014/26     Correspondence.  
An invitation for nominations for attendance at a Buckingham Palace Garden Party in June 2026 had been received.   Cllr Mrs S Short suggested that the longest-serving cllr should be nominated, with a guest.  Clerk to action.
015/26     Items for next Agenda
Defibrillators.  
Cllrs to email clerk with any other suggestions.
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